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This section was written with contributions from my real estate partner, Jesse Jenifer (JJ), 

a knowledgeable crypto investor with deep expertise in Bitcoin, NFTs, and the broader 

digital asset space.  

The story of cryptocurrency begins with Bitcoin—the first decentralized digital currency—

introduced in 2009 by the pseudonymous Satoshi Nakamoto. Bitcoin emerged as a direct 

response to the 2008 global financial crisis, when public trust in traditional banking 

collapsed. Satoshi’s idea was radical yet simple: create a form of money that no 

government could inflate and no institution could control. At its core was a breakthrough 

technology called blockchain—a decentralized public ledger that records and verifies 

transactions through code rather than human intermediaries. 

For the first time, scarcity could exist in cyberspace. Bitcoin’s supply was hard-capped at 

21 million coins, released at a predictable rate through a process called mining. Every four 

years, that issuance is cut in half, making Bitcoin more scarce over time—the opposite of 

the inflationary currencies we use today. In essence, Bitcoin reintroduced discipline to 

money creation. It became the digital equivalent of gold: a store of value that is finite, 

verifiable, and borderless. Over time, it has evolved from an obscure experiment to a 

trillion-dollar asset class held by institutions, hedge funds, and even governments. 

But Bitcoin’s significance extends far beyond its price. It represents monetary 

independence—the ability for anyone, anywhere, to store and transfer wealth without 

relying on banks, permission, or borders. Its decentralized design makes it incorruptible: 

no single authority can shut it down, censor it, or change its rules. In a world where 

currencies lose value and governments can freeze accounts overnight, Bitcoin stands as 

financial insurance—a lifeboat in an economy drowning in debt and distrust. 

As blockchain technology matured, it gave rise to thousands of other digital assets, known 

as cryptocurrencies, each with its own purpose and network. While most failed to match 

Bitcoin’s security or adoption, some expanded the possibilities of what blockchain could 



do. Platforms like Ethereum introduced smart contracts, self-executing agreements that 

power decentralized finance (DeFi), gaming ecosystems, and even new forms of 

ownership. Out of this innovation came non-fungible tokens (NFTs)—unique digital 

assets that represent verifiable ownership of art, music, collectibles, and more. 

The first wave of NFTs arrived around 2017 with projects like CryptoKitties, but it was in 

2021 that they exploded into the mainstream. When digital artist Beeple sold an NFT for 

nearly $70 million, the world took notice. Collections like CryptoPunks and Bored Ape 

Yacht Club soared in value, while many speculative projects faded as quickly as they 

appeared. NFTs opened a new frontier for digital property rights but also revealed the hype-

driven nature of early markets. The underlying technology, however, remains powerful. 

Over time, NFTs are likely to evolve beyond art and gaming into tokenized ownership of 

real-world assets such as real estate, contracts, and intellectual property. 

Like any frontier, crypto and NFTs offer both opportunity and risk. On the opportunity 

side, they provide diversification and global access to a 24/7 market largely uncorrelated 

with traditional stocks and bonds. Bitcoin, often called “digital gold,” has demonstrated 

long-term appreciation and institutional adoption. NFTs and DeFi platforms are unlocking 

new ways to create, trade, and monetize value digitally—similar to how the internet 

transformed media and communication. 

But with great potential comes great volatility. Crypto prices can soar and crash within 

days, driven by sentiment, regulation, or security events. Fraud, scams, and poorly 

managed exchanges have cost investors billions. Regulatory frameworks are still evolving, 

and tax treatment remains complex. NFT valuations, often fueled by speculation, can 

collapse just as quickly as they rise. As with any emerging market, the risks are real and 

require prudence. 

For most investors, crypto and NFTs should serve as a small satellite allocation—a growth 

segment within a well-diversified portfolio, not the foundation of it. A common rule of 

thumb is to invest only what you can afford to lose, and to hold for the long term if you 

truly believe in the technology’s future. The smartest approach is to pair high-risk, high-

reward assets like crypto with stable wealth-building foundations such as stocks, real 

estate, cash reserves, and private businesses. 

Crypto represents innovation, not certainty. It’s the next chapter in humanity’s long 

evolution of money—from barter to gold, from paper to code. Whether it becomes a lasting 

pillar of global finance or simply a powerful stepping stone, its lessons are undeniable. It 



teaches us that wealth can now exist outside institutions, that trust can be coded, and that 

opportunity often lives where skepticism still lingers. 

In short, crypto and NFTs are reshaping the financial landscape—blending technology, 

creativity, and decentralization into something entirely new. They offer freedom, inclusion, 

and innovation—but only to those who approach them with curiosity, discipline, and 

respect for risk. Like every revolution in finance, the rewards will favor those who 

understand both the promise and the peril. 


